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This document provides a synopsis of 
reading content.  Teachers will use this 
for long-range planning. 

The standards are listed in 
their entirety in the unit 
plan. 

This document shows 
how the standards are 
distributed across 
units of study. 
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This is the unit plan.  Titles for 
each unit reflect the unit’s 
content.  The description gives 
teacher the “big picture” focus for 
the unit. 

As in  Journeys, a unit 
launch is included.  These 
were designed to integrate 
with Reading Workshop. 

Goals for the unit 
are provided in the 
“Desired Results” 
section. 
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UNIT OVERVIEW 
GRADE 5 

 
 Unit of Study 

1 
Unit of Study 

2 
Unit of Study 

3 
Unit of Study 

4 
Unit of Study 

5 
Unit of Study 

6 

Title Taking 
Charge of 
Your Reading 
Life 

The Power of 
Story 

History 
Lessons for 
Today’s 
World 

Moving from 
Fiction to 
Non-fiction 
Reading 

Studying the 
Character of 
Characters 

Patterns of 
Informationa
l Texts 

Genre Focus All Realistic 
Fiction 

Historical 
Fiction 

Biographies 
and 
Expository 
Texts 

  

Correlation 
to Journeys 
Lessons 

None—
teachers 
select texts to 
use in the 
process of 
establishing 
the routines 
for Reading 
Workshop 

Lessons 1-5 
in Journeys 

Lessons 6-10 
in Journeys 

Lessons 11-
15 
in Journeys 

Lessons 16-
20 
in Journeys 

Lessons 26-
30 
in Journeys 

Pacing 15-20 Days 25-30 Days 25-30 Days 25-30 Days 25-30 Days 25-30 Days 

Alignment 
with Quarter 

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

CCSS 
Reading 
Standards 

  RL.5.1 
RL.5.2 
RL.5.4 
RL.5.5 
RL.5.9 
 
RI.5.6 
RI.5.9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
RI.5.1 
RI.5.2 
RI.5.4 
Ri.5.5 
RI.5.7 
RI.5.9 

  

Writing 
Focus 

  Opinion Opinion 
 
Strengthen 
Narrative 

  

Benchmark 
Assessments 

  X   X 

 
Strategy 
Focus 

  Envisionment 

 
 
Inference 
 

Determining 
Importance 
 
Questioning 
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COMMON CORE STANDARDS ALIGNMENT WITH UNITS OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 
 

READING/Literature 

Uses key ideas and details to comprehend literature Unit 
1 

Unit 
2 

Unit 
3 

Unit 
4 

Unit 
5 

Unit 
6 

RL.5.1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

√  √    

RL.5.2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in 
the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to 
challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; 
summarize the text. 

 
√ 

  
√ 

 
 

  

RL.5.3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or 
events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., 
how characters interact). 

 
√ 

     

Recognizes and applies the craft and structure of literature 
for meaning 

Unit 
1 

Unit 
2 

Unit 
3 

Unit 
4 

Unit 
5 

Unit 
6 

RL.5.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used 
in the text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 

√  √    

RL.5.5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together 
to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 

√  √ 
 

 
 

  

RL.5.6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences 
how events are described. 

      

Extends knowledge and ideas of various types of literature 
Unit 

1 
Unit 

2 
Unit 

3 
Unit 

4 
Unit 

5 
Unit 

6 
RL.5.7. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the 
meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia 
presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 

√    
 

  

RL.5.8. (Not applicable to literature)       
RL.5.9. Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries 
and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and 
topics. 

   
√ 

 
 

  

RL.5.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poetry, at the high end of the grades 4-5 
text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

√ √  
√ 

 
√ 

√  
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COMMON CORE STANDARDS ALIGNMENT WITH UNITS OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 
READING/Informational 
Uses key ideas and details to comprehend informational text Unit 

1 
Unit 

2 
Unit 

3 
Unit 

4 
Unit 

5 
Unit 

6 
RI.5.1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

   
 

 
√ 

  

RI.5.2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how 
they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 

   
 

 
√ 

  

RI.5.3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text based on specific information in the text. 

   
 

 
 

  

Recognizes and applies the craft and structure of 
informational text for meaning 

Unit 
1 

Unit 
2 

Unit 
3 

Unit 
4 

Unit 
5 

Unit 
6 

RI.5.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

   
 

 
√ 

  

RI.5.5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 
comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, 
or information in two or more texts. 

  
 

  
√ 

  

RI.5.6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting 
important similarities and differences in the point of view they 
represent. 

  √    

Extends knowledge and ideas of various informational text 
Unit 

1 
Unit 

2 
Unit 

3 
Unit 

4 
Unit 

5 
Unit 

6 

RI.5.7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, 
demonstrating the ability to locate an answer to a question quickly or to 
solve a problem efficiently. 

   √   

RI.5.8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence 
support which point(s). 

      

RI.5.9. Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in 
order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.  

  √ √   

RI.5.10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational 
texts, including history, social studies, science, and technical texts, at the 
high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and 
proficiently. 

√ √ √ √ √  
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COMMON CORE STANDARDS ALIGNMENT WITH UNITS OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 

READING/Foundation Skills 
Applies phonics and word recognition strategies Unit 

1 
Unit 

2 
Unit 

3 
Unit 

4 
Unit 

5 
Unit 

6 
RF.5.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words. 
a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound correspondences, 

syllabication patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to 
read accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of 
context. 

√ √ √ √  
√ 

 
√ 

RF.5.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension. 
a. Read on-level text with purpose and understanding. 
b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate 

rate, and expression on successive readings. 
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary. 

√ √ √ √  
√ 

 
√ 

√ √ √ √  
√ 

 
√ 

 
√ 

 
√ 

 
√ 

 
√ 

 
√ 

 
√ 

 
√ 
 

 
√ 
 

 
√ 

  
√ 

 
√ 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS/Writing 

Produces multiple types of writing for various purposes Unit 
1 

Unit 
2 

Unit 
3 

Unit 
4 

Unit 
5 

Unit 
6 

W.5.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of 
view with reasons and information. 

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly state and opinion, and create an 
organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to 
support the writer’s purpose. 

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts 
and details. 

c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses 
(e.g., consequently, specifically). 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the 
opinion presented. 

   
√ 

 
 

  

W.5.2. Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine a topic and 
convey ideas and information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and 
focus, and group related information logically; include 
formatting (e.g., heading), illustrations, and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension.  

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and examples related to the 
topic. 

c. Link ideas within and across categories of information using 
words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the topic. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the 
information or explanation presented. 

  √ √   
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COMMON CORE STANDARDS ALIGNMENT WITH UNITS OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 
LANGUAGE ARTS/Writing 
 Unit 

1 
Unit 

2 
Unit 

3 
Unit 

4 
Unit 

5 
Unit 

6 
W.5.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or 
events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear events 
sequences. 

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, descriptions, and 
pacing to develop experiences and events or show the 
responses of characters to situations.  

c. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to 
manage the sequence of events. 

d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey 
experiences and events precisely. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated 
experiences or events. 

√ √  √   

Produces and publishes writing 
Unit 

1 
Unit 

2 
Unit 

3 
Unit 

4 
Unit 

5 
Unit 

6 
W.5.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development 
and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 
1-3 above.) 

√  √ √   

W.5.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. 
(Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language 
standards 1-3 up to and including grade 5.) 

√  √ √   

W.5.6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, 
including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command 
of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 

√  √ √   

Uses research skills to write and present reports 
Unit 

1 
Unit 

2 
Unit 

3 
Unit 

4 
Unit 

5 
Unit 

6 
W.5.7. Conduct short research projects that use several sources to 
build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

  √ 
 

√   

W.5.8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant 
information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase 
information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 

   √   

W.5.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare 
and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a 
story or a drama, drawing on specific details in the text {e.g., 
how characters interact}”). 

b. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., 
“Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and 
evidence support which point[s]”). 

  √ √   

W.5.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences 

 
√ 

 
√ 

 
√ 

 
√ 

 
√ 

 
√ 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/10/
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COMMON CORE STANDARDS ALIGNMENT WITH UNITS OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS/Conventions and Spelling 

Uses conventions of standard English 
Unit 

1 
Unit 

2 
Unit 

3 
Unit 

4 
Unit 

5 
Unit 

6 
L.5.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 
a. Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in 

general and their function in particular sentences. 
b. Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will have 

walked) verb tenses. 
c. Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and conditions. 
d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense. 
e. Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor). 

√  √    

Uses spelling patterns and generalizations in writing 
L.5.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Use punctuation to separate items in a series. 
b. Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the 

sentence. 
c. Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off 

a tag question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, isn’t it?), and to 
indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?) 

d. Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of works. 
e. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 

√  √    

Acquires and uses new vocabulary 
Unit 

1 
Unit 

2 
Unit 

3 
Unit 

4 
Unit 

5 
Unit 

6 
L.5.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 
a. Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener 

interest, and style. 
b. Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used 

in stories, dramas, or poems. 

      

L.5.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a 

clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues 

to the meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis). 
c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), 

both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or clarify 
the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

√      

L.5.5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships 
and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in 
context. 

b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and 
proverbs. 

Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, 
homographs) to better understand each of the words. 

  √    

L.5.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic, and 
domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, 
addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, 
similarly, moreover, in addition). 

√  √    

 
 
 
 

 

COMMON CORE STANDARDS ALIGNMENT WITH UNITS OF STUDY 
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GRADE 5 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS/Speaking and Listening 

Presents knowledge and ideas in a variety of ways 
Unit 

1 
Unit 

2 
Unit 

3 
Unit 

4 
Unit 

5 
Unit 

6 
SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 
topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required 
material; explicitly draw on that preparation and other 
information known about the topic to explore ideas under 
discussion. 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out 
assigned roles. 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments 
that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks 
of others. 

Review the key ideas expressed and draw conclusions in light of 
information and knowledge gained from the discussions. 

 
√ 

 
 

√  
√ 

  

SL.5.2. Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in 
diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

  √  
√ 

  

SL.5.3. Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each 
claim is supported by reasons and evidence. 

  √  
√ 

  

SL.5.4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas 
logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to 
support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

  √  
√ 

  

SL.5.5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and 
visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the 
development of main ideas or themes. 

    
√ 

  

SL.5.6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal 
English when appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 5 Language 
standards 1 and 3 specific expectations.) 

    
√ 
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UNIT OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

Reading/Language Arts 
Grade 5 

Unit of Study Lessons in Historical Fiction for Today’s World 

Unit Number Unit of Study 3 

Reading Level S 

Description of Unit The main reading comprehension skills embedded in this unit are envisioning and inferring. 
During the unit the students will still maintain the reading stamina they have built on since the 
beginning of the school year. This will be accomplished by reading a large volume of historical 
fiction literature, as well as fiction texts from the same historical time period as extra 
resources, and just right books. 
 
Envisionment:  The ability to imagine and understand the experiences of characters and the 
impact of the setting, even though the reader has not experienced them.  Readers’ empathy for 
the characters changes and grows as they move through a text. 
 
Inference:  Merging background knowledge with text clues to come up with ideas not stated 
explicitly in the text. 

Suggested  
Unit Launch 

 Readers think about how the texts we read are different and try to figure out what to 
expect from certain kinds of texts.  

 In lieu of mini-lesson: Partners read historical fiction texts (picture books) together and 
discuss what makes historical fiction different from other kinds of fiction. This 
partnership discussion will last for two days with the final day culminating in a whole 
class discussion.   (Suggestions for picture books are located in the Resource Section of 
this document) 

Selecting Text for 
this Unit of Study 

Choose texts historical fiction texts that contain description of the time period, so that 
students are able to infer the impact of historical events on the characters in the text.  Texts 
should demonstrate reoccurring themes such as:  clash of cultures, search for freedom, 
overcoming handicaps, the effects of war, the effects of natural disasters, the struggle against 
evil or tyranny. 

Pacing 25-30 Days 

Desired Results 
Essential Questions Corresponding Big Ideas 

1. What can we learn about today’s world by reading 
historical fiction? 

2. What impact do past events have on our lives? 
3. How do the events of a time period cause 

individuals to change their behavior? 
 

1. Readers put themselves in the character’s shoes to 
understand what the characters are thinking and 
feeling as a result of the historical context.  

2. Readers try to consider a different character’s beliefs, 
even if it is very different from our own. 

3. Readers of historical fiction consider the character’s 
traits and emotions as well as the historical time 
period to figure out why the characters behave in 
certain ways. 

Assessment Evidence 
Evidence of Proficiency 

Envisioning:  
 At a higher level, the student uses 

many clues from their texts to 
describe the world of the story in 
a detailed manner.  

 At a lower level the students are 
merely summarizing the story 
with minimal details that indicate 
the time period 

Formative  
Observation 
Conferencing with students 
Running Records 
Writing Samples 

Summative 
Writing Sample with teacher-team 
developed rubric 
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Assessment Evidence 

Inferring:  
 At a high level the student can 

describe a character’s situation 
within the story as if he or she has 
become that character within that 
time period. He or she has an 
understanding of what influences 
the character’s actions.  

 At a lower level the student retells 
the details of the character’s 
storyline but does not read 
between the lines to infer what is 
really happening to the character 
throughout the text. 

  

Academic Vocabulary 
Coming soon, being developed with resources from MCREL 
 
 

Common Core Standards and Learning Targets  
(Student Learning Outcomes) 

Priority Standards Learning Targets/Outcomes 
RL.5.1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

 I identify text clues for the setting and the emotional 
atmosphere of the book. 

 I use many text clues to accurately describe the setting 
and characters. 

 I infer the intention of the characters and their responses 
based on the time period. 

 I can “grow” theories about how events challenge, shape 
and change people. 

RL.5.2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem 
from details in the text, including how characters in a 
story or drama respond to challenges or how the 
speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the 
text. 

 I can identify reoccurring themes. 
 I identify key details and main ideas as evidence for my 

thinking when I annotate text. 
 I recognize lessons/themes found in historical fiction that 

apply to today’s world. 
 I summarize using many details/evidence from the text. 

RL.5.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in the text, including figurative language 
such as metaphors and similes. 

 I can use various strategies to determine the meaning of 
words and phrases.  

 I can define and identify various forms of figurative 
language.  

 I can distinguish between literal language and figurative 
language.  

RL.5.5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a 
particular story, drama, or poem. 

 I can explain how chapters, scenes, and stanza fit together 
to form stories, dramas, or poems.  

 I identify the text clues from each chapter or scene that 
develop the main ideas and themes in a story. 

RL.5.9. Compare and contrast stories in the same genre 
(e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their 
approaches to similar themes and topics. 

 I can define theme.  
 I can identify similar themes and topics found in stories 

form the same genre.  
 I can compare how stories in the same genre can 

communicate the same theme or topic.  
 I can contrast how stories in the same genre can 

communicate the same theme or topic.  
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UNIT OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 
Common Core Standards and Learning Targets  

(Student Learning Outcomes) 

Priority Standards Learning Targets/Outcomes 
RI.5.6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or 
topic, noting important similarities and differences in the 
point of view they represent. 

 I can define point of view as how the author feels about 
the situation/topic of a text.  

 I can determine an author’s point of view and explain 
his/her purpose for writing the text.  

 I can analyze how various authors develop the same 
event or topic and determine how each author’s point 
of view affects the text.  

RI.5.9. Integrate information from several texts on the 
same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably. 

 I can locate information from several texts on the same 
topic.  

 I can determine which pieces of information best 
support my topic.  

 I can integrate information from several texts to 
display my knowledge of the topic when writing or 
speaking. j 

RF.5.3  Know and apply grade-level phonics and words 
analysis skills in decoding words. 

 I can recognize that letters and combinations of letters 
make different sounds.  

 I can use my knowledge of consonant blend, long-
vowel patterns and short-vowel patterns to decode 
words.  

 I can analyze the structure of words by finding 
compound words, roots, prefixes, suffixes, and 
syllables.  

 I can use my analysis of word structure to help me 
decode unfamiliar multi-syllabic words. 

RF.5.4  Read with sufficiency and fluency to support 
comprehension 

 I can read grade-level text fluently and show 
comprehension through voice, timing, and expression. 

 I can recognize when a word I have read does not make 
sense within the text.  

 I can self-correct misread or misunderstood words 
using context clues. 

 I can reread with corrections when necessary. 
 I can read fluently.  
 

W.5.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the 
topic or name the book they are writing about, state an 
opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some 
sense of closure. 

 I can write an opinion piece where I give a topic or 
name of a book. 

 I can write an opinion piece where I provide an opinion 
on the topic. 

 I can write an opinion piece where I give a reason to 
support my opinion. 

 I can write an opinion piece where I provide some 
sense of closure. 

W.5.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects.  I can participate in research projects with my 
classmates. 

L.5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

 I use conjunctions. 
 I use determiners ( a,  an, the, some, many, each) 

L.5.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing 

 I spell words I am taught accurately. 
 I use the word wall to help myself spell accurately. 
 I make close attempts at spelling irregularly spelled 

words. 
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UNIT OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 
Common Core Standards and Learning Targets  

(Student Learning Outcomes) 

Priority Standards Learning Targets/Outcomes 
L.5.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of 
strategies. 

 I can identify inflectional forms of a root word (look-
looks—looked—looking) 

L.1.6  Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and responding 
to texts, including using frequently occurring conjunctions 
to signal simple relationships (e.g because) 

 I can use words and phrases that I learn through 
listening and reading. 

 Sl.5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using 
formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See 
grade 5 Language standards 1 and 3 here for specific 
expectations.)  

 Use evidence and written summaries and contribute to 
discussions. 

 
Depth of Knowledge: 

Cognitive Considerations 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
Students Need to Know 

“Unwrapped Skills” 
Students Need to Be Able to Do 

Emotional atmosphere 
Character responses to events 
Developing theories as a readers 
Time period 
Historical fiction 
Genre 
Summary 
Main Ideas 
Evidence 
Theory 
Reading like a detective 
 

DETERMINE what is “real” and what has been invented to 
develop the story line.  

ANALYZE the author’s use of details—what can we learn 
about the state of the world during the time period? 

COLLECT facts about a given time period from several 
sources. SYNTHESIZE information from the sources to 
SUMMARIZE the time period. 

FORMULATE a theory to explain how people face 
challenges, cope and endure.  

 COMPARE the narratives to current events in the world. 

CONTENT 
Reading Workshop Writing Workshop 

Reading Skill Word Study Genre Structure   Grammar 
Author’s Purpose 
 
Analyzing and 
Evaluating 

 
 
 
 

Lesson 11 in HMH 

Phonemic Awareness:   
Blend and segment 
phonemes 
 
Phonics:   
Diagraph –th 
Endings –s, -es, -ed, -ing 
 
Vocabulary: 
Classify and categorize 
words (such as color words) 

Persuasive Writing 
(Write Source 132-141) 
 
Setting the purpose for 
writing 
 
Think about the people who 
will read your writing—how 
will you share your opinion? 

Proper Nouns 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5
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UNIT OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 
CONTENT 

Reading Workshop Writing Workshop 

Reading Skill Word Study Genre Structure   Grammar 
Sequence of Events 
 
Questioning 

 
 
 
 

Lesson 12 in HMH 

Phonemic Awareness:   
Blend and segment 
phonemes 
Substitute initial phoneme 
 
Phonics:   
Diagraph –ch, tch, ‘s 
Phonogram-atch 
 
Vocabulary:  
Homophones 

Persuasive Writing 
(Write Source 132-141) 
 
Communicate clearly the 
main points for the reader to 
understand 
 
Include facts and details to 
support your thinking 
 

Proper Nouns 

Reading Skill Word Study Genre Structure   Grammar 
Cause and Effect 
 
Visualizing 
 
 
 

Lesson 13  in HMH 

Phonemic Awareness:   
Blend and segment 
phonemes 
Substitute initial phoneme 
 
Phonics:   
Diagraph –sh, wh, ph 
Contractions ‘s, n’t 

Persuasive Writing 
(Write Source 132-141) 

Subjects and Predicates 

 

CONTENT 
Reading Skill Word Study Genre Structure   Grammar 

Drawing Conclusions 
 
Inferring and Predicting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 14 in HMH 

Phonemic Awareness:   
Beginning sounds, 
substituting medial 
phonemes 
 
Phonics:   
Soft c, g, dge 
Long a 
CVCe 
Phonogram:  -ace 
 
Vocabulary: Classify and 
sort words (such as number 
words) 

Persuasive Writing 
(Write Source 132-141) 
 
Using friendly letters to 
persuade 

Verbs 
Verbs with -ed 

Reading Skill Word Study Genre Structure   Grammar 

Comparing and 
Contrasting 
 
Clarifying 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 15 in HMH 

Phonemic Awareness:   
Identify middle sounds, 
substitute medial phonemes 
Phonics:   
Long o 
CVCe 
Phonograms-ine and -ite,  
Diagraphs kn, wr, gn, mb 
 
Vocabulary: 
Words with –er, -est 

Persuasive Writing 
(Write Source 132-141) 
 
Using speeches to persuade 

Verbs 
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UNIT OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 
Resources for Planning and Instruction 

Picture Books 

Coming On Home Soon by Jacqueline Woodson 
Delivering Justice by Jim Haskins (although this book is a biography, it still tells a story in a historical context) 
Freedom on the Menu by Deborah Wiles 
Freedom Summer by Deborah Wiles 
Gleam and Glow by Eve Bunting 
Journey to Freedom by Courtni C. Wright 
Richard Wright and the Library Card by William Miller 
The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson 
The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles 
White Socks Only by Evelyn Coleman 
Working Cotton by Sherley Anne Williams 

Anchor Chart Suggestions 

Author’s Purpose:  http://indulgy.com/post/LNZpZYzdH1/anchor-chart-idea-for-authors-pupose-fro 
Drawing Conclusions: http://sandbergsmartyarties.blogspot.com/2013/01/drawing-conclusions.html   

Websites 

 http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/persuasive-writing-30142.html  
(scroll down to see “Family Journals”) 

 http://www.unitsofstudy.com/workshophelpdesk/teaching.asp  (see reference to letter writing) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://indulgy.com/post/LNZpZYzdH1/anchor-chart-idea-for-authors-pupose-fro
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/persuasive-writing-30142.html
http://www.unitsofstudy.com/workshophelpdesk/teaching.asp
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UNIT OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

Reading/Language Arts 
Grade 5 

Unit of Study Moving from Fiction to Non-fiction Reading 

Unit Number Unit of Study 4 

Reading Level S-T 

Description of Unit This unit spotlights skills and habits essential to a reader of expository nonfiction: 
determining importance and finding the main idea and supportive details; questioning 
and talking back to text; figuring out and using new content specific vocabulary; and 
applying analytical skills to compare and contrast, rank or categorize.  For this unit, 
students need to be matched to texts in nonfiction, just as they have been match to fiction 
text all year.  However, in matching students for this unit, you need to consider both level 
and interest or topic.  There is some research that suggests when children read non-
fiction, they should read slightly below a level in which they read fiction.  Although that 
does not apply when a child has a tremendous amount of background knowledge about 
the topic.   
Determine Importance:  The ability to separate what’s important from what’s 
interesting.  Sifting and sorting details to determine the main idea. 
Question:  Questioning matters: It spawns curiosity. It is the key to understanding.  It 
stimulates research.  When students question, it is evident they are monitoring 
comprehension. 

Suggested  
Unit Launch 

Beginning Launch:  Have students look at multiple examples of each type of biography. 
With their partner, have them make two piles out of their books. One pile for whole life 
biographies and one pile for specific period of time biographies. You will need to have 
many biographies available for this activity. 
 
Launch for Mid-Unit:  Select a form of nonfiction you frequently read, such as a 
newspaper, exercise magazine, or professional educator materials. Explain when and why 
you read it. Move to a different form, such as a zoo brochure or other field trip materials. 
Bring examples that relate to student experiences such as lunch menus, school letters, 
calendars, or phone books.  Follow with a third format of nonfiction text such as an 
advertisement, newspaper editorial, or technical manual. Explain uses of this information. 
Begin a two- column chart, “Discovering Reasons for Reading Nonfiction.” List your 
nonfiction form in the left column and purpose in the right column (see sample at the end 
of this unit).  

Selecting Text for 
this Unit of Study 

Select texts with obvious text structures that aid in the comprehension of expository 
and narrative nonfiction.  For example, cause/effect, problem/solution, 
compare/contrast, sequence, and description.  
 
Ensure the chosen texts contain:   glossaries, indexes, illustrations, and a table of 
contents. 

Pacing 25-30 Days 
Desired Results 

Essential Questions Corresponding Big Ideas 
1. How do readers familiarize themselves with 

expository nonfiction? 
2. How do readers respond to the text with 

reactions and questions, and read on to draw 
conclusions? 

3. How do readers learn new vocabulary and 
speak like an expert? 

1. Readers of narrative nonfiction apply what they know 
about fiction. 

2. Readers use comprehension strategies, text features, 
and text structures to aid in the understanding of 
expository and narrative nonfiction.  

3. Readers use a variety of skills to comprehend 
expository and narrative nonfiction text.  
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UNIT OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 
Assessment Evidence 

Evidence of Proficiency 
Determining Importance:  
At a higher level, the student   
crystallizes one or more 
overarching 
ideas that the text communicates, 
probably referring to ideas that are 
not explicitly stated. 
 
Questioning:  
Collect evidence of the following: 
 Students stop, ask questions, and 

wonder about their reading. 

 Students monitor their 
understanding and ask questions 
when they are confused. 

 Students read with a question in 
mind and note when they find 
information that answers it.  

 Students ask inferential and 
interpretive questions that 
encourage discussion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formative  
Conferencing:  
 Note how the student relies 

upon text structures to aid in 
the comprehension of 
expository and narrative 
nonfiction.   

 Use context clues and other 
supports to determine the 
meaning of unfamiliar words. 

 Use “Thinkmarks” Student stops 
and records their thinking about 
the topic.  

 
Reading Response: 
 Periodically, students write 

summaries of whole texts, 
assessed using a rubric 

Summative 
Writing Sample with teacher-team 
developed rubric: 
Suggestions:   

 Brochure 
 Public Service 

Announcement 

Academic Vocabulary 
Coming soon, being developed with resources from MCREL 
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UNIT OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 
Common Core Standards and Learning Targets  

(Student Learning Outcomes) 
Priority Standards Learning Targets/Outcomes 

RI.5.1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

 Readers of nonfiction will explore the different types of 
nonfiction texts. 

 Readers of nonfiction learn from reading nonfiction texts. 
 Readers of nonfiction work to infer meanings of words 

using information that comes before and after the words 
in surrounding sentences. 

 Readers of nonfiction use “fix up” strategies to support 
comprehension when meaning breaks down.  

RI.5.2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and 
explain how they are supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

 Readers of nonfiction explore types of narrative nonfiction 

through biographies. 

 Readers of nonfiction use what they already know to 
determine the WHO and WHAT of their reading. 

 Readers of nonfiction grow big ideas about their 
character. 

 Readers of nonfiction understand what they can learn 
from biographies. 

 Readers of biographies ask themselves, “What big lessons 
could I learn from the life of this person 

 Readers of nonfiction also read narrative nonfiction 
stories other than biographies to learn more about a topic 

 .Readers ask themselves, “What big lessons could I learn 
from the life of this person?”  Model think aloud from a 
familiar biography. 

RI.5.4. Determine the meaning of general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to 
a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

 I can use various text features to locate information. 

RI.5.5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., 
chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in two or more texts. 

 Readers of nonfiction learn about nonfiction text features.  
 Readers of nonfiction identify descriptive language in 

nonfiction texts. 
 Readers of nonfiction identify sequence and time order in 

nonfiction texts. 
 Readers of nonfiction use text structures and features to 

compare and contrast within expository nonfiction. 
 Readers of nonfiction identify the cause and effect within 

a text to continue learning ways nonfiction text structures 
can help them comprehend and quickly locate 
information.  

 Readers of nonfiction use text structures and features to 
identify the problem and solution within a text. 

RI.5.7. Draw on information from multiple print or 
digital sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an 
answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem 
efficiently. 

 I can identify details in a story that tell me about the 
characters, setting, or events. 

 I can describe the story by using the illustrations. 

RI.5.9. Integrate information from several texts on the 
same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably.  

 I can use what I learn to create a helpful tool for others or 
to teach others, e.g. brochure, speech, pamphlet, etc. 
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UNIT OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

Common Core Standards and Learning Targets (Student Learning Outcomes) 
Priority Standards Learning Targets/Outcomes 

RF.5.3 
Apply grade level phonics and word analysis to decode 
words. 

 I can recognize that letters and combinations of letters 
make different sounds.  

 I can use my knowledge of consonant blend, long-vowel 
patterns and short-vowel patterns to decode words.  

 I can analyze the structure of words by finding 
compound words, roots, prefixes, suffixes, and syllables.  

 I can use my analysis of word structure to help me 
decode unfamiliar multi-syllabic words. 

RF.5.4  Read with sufficiency and fluency to support 
comprehension 

 I can read grade-level text fluently and show 
comprehension through voice, timing, and expression. 

 I can recognize when a word I have read does not make 
sense within the text.  

 I can self-correct misread or misunderstood words 
using context clues. 

 I can reread with corrections when necessary. 
 I can read fluently.  

W.5.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce 
the topic or name the book they are writing about, 
state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and 
provide some sense of closure. 

 Writers are more persuasive when they add details 
and specific language to their essay. 

 Writers use features of print to bring attention to big 
ideas (e.g. boldface type, underlining, italics and 
exclamation points.) 

 Write clearly to convey the author’s point of view. 
 Write an essay to persuade readers to improve their 

world or society. 
 Writers will provide a series of clear arguments or 

reasons to support the argument. 
 Use opinions supported by facts. 
 Writers begin with an opening that tells the reading 

what is being argued or explained and concludes 
with summary. 

 Clearly communicate the main point. 
 Provide supporting details that are accurate, 

relevant, and helpful. 
 Engage the reading and hold their attention with 

ideas that show strong knowledge of the topic. 
 Use layout of print and illustrations to convey the 

meaning of the text. 
 Understand the purpose of the writing influences the 

audience. 
 Use punctuation, including dialogue, correctly. 
 Write simple and compound sentences in varying 

lengths. 
 Maintain verb tenses. 
 Use accurate spelling 
 Use keyboarding skill to create, revise, edit and 

publish in varied layouts. 
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UNIT OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 
Common Core Standards and Learning Targets (Student Learning Outcomes) 

Priority Standards Learning Targets/Outcomes 
W.5.7 Participate in shared research and writing 
projects. 

 I can participate in research projects with my 
classmates. 

L.5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing 
or speaking. 

 I use conjunctions. 
 I use determiners ( a,  an, the, some, many, each) 

L.5.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing 

 I spell words I am taught accurately. 
 I use the word wall to help myself spell accurately. 
 I make close attempts at spelling irregularly spelled 

words. 
L.5.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
an array of strategies. 

 I can identify inflectional forms of a root word (look-
looks—looked—looking) 

L.5.6  Use words and phrases acquired through 
conversations, reading and being read to, and 
responding to texts, including using frequently 
occurring conjunctions to signal simple relationships 
(e.g because) 

 I can use words and phrases that I learn through 
listening and reading. 

Sl.5.5  Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, 
sound) and visual displays in presentations when 
appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas 
or themes 

 Participate in group discussions. 

 
Depth of Knowledge: 

Cognitive Considerations 
“Unwrapped” Concepts 
Students Need to Know 

“Unwrapped Skills” 
Students Need to Be Able to Do 

Fiction 
Non-Fiction 
Facts 
Opinion 
A cause 
Conjunction 
Root Word 
Research 
Project 
Audience 
Purpose 
Supporting reasons 
Convince 

CONSTRUCT convincing reasons for your 
opinions. 
 
LIST topics that are important to you. 
 
INVESTIGATE topics that are important to you. 
 
EXPLAIN your opinion 
 
DECIDE the purpose for your writing. 
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UNIT OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 
CONTENT 

Reading Workshop Writing Workshop 
Reading Skill Word Study Genre Structure   Grammar 

Author’s Purpose 
 
Analyzing and 
Evaluating 

 
 
 
 

Lesson 11 in HMH 

Phonemic Awareness:   
Blend and segment 
phonemes 
 
Phonics:   
Diagraph –th 
Endings –s, -es, -ed, -ing 
 
Vocabulary: 
Classify and categorize 
words (such as color 
words) 

Persuasive Writing 
(Write Source 132-141) 
 
Setting the purpose for 
writing 
 
Think about the people 
who will read your 
writing—how will you 
share your opinion? 

Proper Nouns 

Reading Skill Word Study Genre Structure   Grammar 
Sequence of Events 
 
Questioning 

 
 
 
 

Lesson 12 in HMH 

Phonemic Awareness:   
Blend and segment 
phonemes 
Substitute initial 
phoneme 
 
Phonics:   
Diagraph –ch, tch, ‘s 
Phonogram-atch 
 
Vocabulary:  
Homophones 

Persuasive Writing 
(Write Source 132-141) 
 
Communicate clearly 
the main points for the 
reader to understand 
 
Include facts and 
details to support your 
thinking 
 

Proper Nouns 

Reading Skill Word Study Genre Structure   Grammar 
Cause and Effect 
 
Visualizing 
 
 
 

Lesson 13  in HMH 

Phonemic Awareness:   
Blend and segment 
phonemes 
Substitute initial 
phoneme 
 
Phonics:   
Diagraph –sh, wh, ph 
Contractions ‘s, n’t 

Persuasive Writing 
(Write Source 132-141) 

Subjects and Predicates 
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UNIT OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 
CONTENT 

Reading Skill Word Study Genre Structure   Grammar 
Drawing 
Conclusions 
 
Inferring and 
Predicting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 14 in HMH 

Phonemic Awareness:   
Beginning sounds, 
substituting medial 
phonemes 
 
Phonics:   
Soft c, g, dge 
Long a 
CVCe 
Phonogram:  -ace 
 
Vocabulary: Classify 
and sort words (such as 
number words) 

Persuasive Writing 
(Write Source 132-141) 
 
Using friendly letters to 
persuade 

Verbs 
Verbs with -ed 

Reading Skill Word Study Genre Structure   Grammar 
Comparing and 
Contrasting 
 
Clarifying 
 
 
 
 
 

Lesson 15 in HMH 

Phonemic Awareness:   
Identify middle sounds, 
substitute medial 
phonemes 
 
Phonics:   
Long o 
CVCe 
Phonograms-ine and -
ite,  
Diagraphs kn, wr, gn, 
mb 
 
Vocabulary: 
Words with –er, -est 

Persuasive Writing 
(Write Source 132-141) 
 
Using speeches to 
persuade 

Verbs 
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UNIT OF STUDY 
GRADE 5 

 
Resources for Planning and Instruction 

Text Suggestions 
 Amazing Animals by Kate Beohm Jerome 

 Any Book by Seymour Simon 

 Assortment of Biographies 

 The Bee by Sabrina Crewe 

 Big Talkers by Peter Winkler in National Geographic for Kids 

 The Bravest Dog Ever: The True Story of Balto by Natalie Strandiford 

 DK Amazing Animal Facts by Jacqui Bailey 

 A Drop of Water by Walter Wick  

 Erica’s Story by Ruth VanderZee 

 The Life and Times of the Honeybee by Charles Micucci 

 Life in a Rainforest by Lucy Baker 

 Look to the North: A Wolf Pup Diary by Jean Craighead 

 Many Thousand Gone: African Americans from Slavery to Freedom by Virginia Hamilton 

 The Most Beautiful Roof in the World by Kathryn Lasky  

 Once a Wolf: How Wildlife Biologists Fought to Bring Back the Gray Wolf by Stephen Swinburne 

 Pompeii: Nightmare at Midday by Kathryn Long Humphrey 

 A River Ran Wild by Lynne Cherry  

 Salmon Summer by Bruce McMillan 

 Tales of Famous Americans by Connie and Peter Roop 

 Titanic by Sean Price in Kids Discover 

 Tracking Trash: Flotsam, Jetsam, and the Science of Ocean Motion  by Loree Griffin Burns 

 Wolf Pack: Tracking Wolves by Sylvia Johnson and Alice Aamodt 

Anchor Chart Suggestions 

Author’s Purpose:  http://indulgy.com/post/LNZpZYzdH1/anchor-chart-idea-for-authors-pupose-
fro 
Drawing Conclusions: http://sandbergsmartyarties.blogspot.com/2013/01/drawing-
conclusions.html   
Websites 

 http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/persuasive-
writing-30142.html  (scroll down to see “Family Journals”) 

 http://www.unitsofstudy.com/workshophelpdesk/teaching.asp  (see reference to letter 
writing) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://indulgy.com/post/LNZpZYzdH1/anchor-chart-idea-for-authors-pupose-fro
http://indulgy.com/post/LNZpZYzdH1/anchor-chart-idea-for-authors-pupose-fro
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/persuasive-writing-30142.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/strategy-guides/persuasive-writing-30142.html
http://www.unitsofstudy.com/workshophelpdesk/teaching.asp
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EVIDENCE OF LEARNING—Quarter 2 
GRADE 5 

READING/Literature                                                                     

U
se
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e
ta

ils  

Common Core 
Standards 

Suggested Learning Targets Assessment 
Ideas 

Date/Task 

RL.5.1.  
Quote accurately 
from text citing 
details and 
examples to 
drawing inferences  

 Readers of nonfiction will explore the 
different types of nonfiction texts. 

 Readers of nonfiction learn from reading 
nonfiction texts. 

 Readers of nonfiction work to infer 
meanings of words using information that 
comes before and after the words in 
surrounding sentences. 

 Readers of nonfiction use “fix up” strategies 
to support comprehension when meaning 
breaks down.  

 
Write opinion 

essay with 
supporting 

evidence about 
the main ideas of 

a given text 

 
 

   

RL.5.2. Determine 
a theme from details 
in the text; include 
how characters 
respond to 
challenges & 
summarize the text. 

 Readers of nonfiction explore types of 

narrative nonfiction through biographies. 

 Readers of nonfiction use what they 
already know to determine the WHO 
and WHAT of their reading. 

 Readers of nonfiction grow big ideas 
about their character. 

 Readers of nonfiction understand what 
they can learn from biographies. 

 Readers of biographies ask themselves, 
“What big lessons could I learn from the 
life of this person 

 Readers of nonfiction also read 
narrative nonfiction stories other than 
biographies to learn more about a topic 

 .Readers ask themselves, “What big lessons 
could I learn from the life of this person?”  
Model think aloud from a familiar 
biography. 

 
Write an essay to 

analyze how 
characters’ 

actions 
contribute to a 
story’s theme 

   

 
C

ra
ft a

n
d

 S
tru

ctu
re

 

RL.5.4. Determine 
the meaning of 
words and phrases 
as they are used in 
the text, including 
figurative language 
such as metaphors 
and similes. 

 I can use various strategies to determine the 
meaning of words and phrases.  

 I can define and identify various forms of 
figurative language.  

 I can distinguish between literal language and 
figurative language.  

 
Plot diagram or 

graphic map  
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EVIDENCE OF LEARNING—Quarter 2 

GRADE 5 
 

READING/Literature                                                                     

 

RL.5.5. Explain how 
a series of chapters, 
scenes, or stanzas 
fits together to 
provide the overall 
structure of a 
particular story, 
drama, or poem. 

 I can explain how chapters, scenes, and stanza 
fit together to form stories, dramas, or poems.  

 I identify the text clues from each chapter or 
scene that develop the main ideas and themes 
in a story. 

    

 

E
x

te
n

d
s K

n
o

w
le

d
g

e 

RL.5.9. Compare 
and contrast stories 
in the same genre 
(e.g., mysteries and 
adventure stories) 
on their approaches 
to similar themes 
and topics. 

 I can define theme.  
 I can identify similar themes and topics found 

in stories form the same genre.  
 I can compare how stories in the same genre 

can communicate the same theme or topic.  
 I can contrast how stories in the same genre 

can communicate the same theme or topic.  
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EVIDENCE OF LEARNING—Quarter 2 

GRADE 5 
READING/Informational Text 
 Common Core 

Standards 
Suggested Learning Targets Assessment Ideas Date/Task 
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RI.5.1. Quote 
accurately from a 
text when 
explaining what the 
text says explicitly 
and when drawing 
inferences from the 
text. 

 Readers of nonfiction will explore 
the different types of nonfiction 
texts. 

 Readers of nonfiction learn from 
reading nonfiction texts. 

 Readers of nonfiction work to 
infer meanings of words using 
information that comes before and 
after the words in surrounding 
sentences. 

 Readers of nonfiction use “fix up” 
strategies to support 
comprehension when meaning 
breaks down.  

See samples below 
 

   

RI.5.2. Determine 
two or more main 
ideas of a text and 
explain how they 
are supported by 
key details; 
summarize the text. 

 Readers of nonfiction explore types 

of narrative nonfiction through 

biographies. 

 Readers of nonfiction use what 
they already know to 
determine the WHO and WHAT 
of their reading. 

 Readers of nonfiction grow big 
ideas about their character. 

 Readers of nonfiction 
understand what they can learn 
from biographies. 

 Readers of biographies ask 
themselves, “What big lessons 
could I learn from the life of 
this person 

 Readers of nonfiction also read 
narrative nonfiction stories 
other than biographies to learn 
more about a topic 

 .Readers ask themselves, “What 
big lessons could I learn from the 
life of this person?”  Model think 
aloud from a familiar biography. 

    

 
 
 
 

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING—Quarter 2 
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GRADE 5 
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RI.5.4. Determine 
the meaning of 
general academic 
and domain-specific 
words and phrases 
in a text relevant to 
a grade 5 topic or 
subject area. 

 I can use various text features to 
locate information. 

 
Synthesizing Information 
from text and audio 
resources in a given format 
(e.g. public service 
announcement, brochure, 
etc.) 

   

RI.5.5. Compare and 
contrast the overall 
structure (e.g., 
chronology, 
comparison, 
cause/effect, 
problem/solution) 
of events, ideas, 
concepts, or 
information in two 
or more texts. 

 Readers of nonfiction learn about 
nonfiction text features.  

 Readers of nonfiction identify 
descriptive language in nonfiction 
texts. 

 Readers of nonfiction identify 
sequence and time order in 
nonfiction texts. 

 Readers of nonfiction use text 
structures and features to 
compare and contrast within 
expository nonfiction. 

 Readers of nonfiction identify the 
cause and effect within a text to 
continue learning ways nonfiction 
text structures can help them 
comprehend and quickly locate 
information.  

 Readers of nonfiction use text 
structures and features to identify 
the problem and solution within a 
text. 

    

RI.5.6. Analyze 
multiple accounts of 
the same event or 
topic, noting 
important 
similarities and 
differences in the 
point of view they 
represent. 

 I can define point of view as how the 
author feels about the situation/topic 
of a text.  

 I can determine an author’s point of 
view and explain his/her purpose for 
writing the text.  

 I can analyze how various authors 
develop the same event or topic and 
determine how each author’s point of 
view affects the text.  
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EVIDENCE OF LEARNING—Quarter 2 

GRADE 5 
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RI.5.7. Draw on 
information from 
multiple print or 
digital sources, 
demonstrating the 
ability to locate an 
answer to a 
question quickly or 
to solve a problem 
efficiently. 

 I can identify details in a story that 
tell me about the characters, setting, 
or events. 

 I can describe the story by using the 
illustrations. 

 
 
 
 
 
Research-based narrative 

and explanatory essay 

   

RI.5.9. Integrate 
information from 
several texts on the 
same topic in order 
to write or speak 
about the subject 
knowledgeably.  

 I can use what I learn to create a 
helpful tool for others or to teach 
others, e.g. brochure, speech, 
pamphlet, etc. 

   

 
READING/Foundational Skills 

 

Common 
Core 

Standards 

Suggested Learning Targets Assessmen
t Ideas 

Date/Task 

P
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RF.5.3 
Apply grade 
level 
phonics and 
word 
analysis to 
decode 
words. 

 I can recognize that letters and combinations of 
letters make different sounds.  

 I can use my knowledge of consonant blend, long-
vowel patterns and short-vowel patterns to 
decode words.  

 I can analyze the structure of words by finding 
compound words, roots, prefixes, suffixes, and 
syllables.  

 I can use my analysis of word structure to help me 
decode unfamiliar multi-syllabic words.  

 
Running 
Records 

 

 

F
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RF.5.4. 
Read with 
sufficient 
accuracy 
and fluency 
to support 
comprehen
sion. 

 I can read grade-level text fluently and show 
comprehension through voice, timing, and 
expression. 

 I can recognize when a word I have read does not 
make sense within the text.  

 I can self-correct misread or misunderstood 
words using context clues. 

 I can reread with corrections when necessary. 
 I can read fluently.  

 
Fluency 
Rubric 
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W.5.1 
Write 
Opinion 
Pieces  

 Writers are more persuasive when they add 
details and specific language to their essay. 

 Writers use features of print to bring attention to 
big ideas (e.g. boldface type, underlining, italics 
and exclamation points.) 

 Write clearly to convey the author’s point of view. 

 Write an essay to persuade readers to improve 
their world or society. 

 Writers will provide a series of clear arguments or 
reasons to support the argument. 

 Use opinions supported by facts. 

 Writers begin with an opening that tells the 
reading what is being argued or explained and 
concludes with summary. 

 Clearly communicate the main point. 

 Provide supporting details that are accurate, 
relevant, and helpful. 

 Engage the reading and hold their attention with 
ideas that show strong knowledge of the topic. 

 Use layout of print and illustrations to convey the 
meaning of the text. 

 Understand the purpose of the writing influences 
the audience.  

 
 
 
Writing 
Samples 
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W.5.4 
Writing 
is 
appropri
ate to 
task and 
audience 

 I can identify the writing style that best fits my 
task, purpose, and audience. 

 I can use organizational structures to develop my 
writing ideas. 

 I can compose a clear and logical piece of writing 
that demonstrates my understanding of a specific 
writing style. 

 
 
 

Writing 
Samples 

 
 

 
 

Inquiry 
projects 

 
 

Writing 
Samples 

   

W.5.5 
Strengthe
n writing 
using 
input 
from 
peers 

 I plan my writing using a variety of strategies. 
 I can recognize that a well-developed piece of 

writing requires more than one draft. 
 I can apply revision strategies with the help of 

others. 
 I can edit writing by checking for errors using an 

edit checklist. 
 I can prepare multiple drafts to strengthen my 

writing. 
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W.5.6 
Use 
technolog
y to 
produce 
writing 
 
Collabora
te with 
others 

 I can identify technology that will help me 
produce, edit, and publish my writing. 

 I can choose credible websites on the Internet 
that will help me compose, edit, and publish my 
writing. 

 I can collaborate with peers, teachers, and others 
to produce and publish my writing. 

 I can use proper keyboarding skills to compose 
and prepare my writing for publication. 

    

 
LANGUAGE ARTS/Writing 

U
se
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e

se
a

rch
 S

k
ills 

Common 
Core 

Standards 

Suggested Learning Targets Assessment 
Ideas 

Date/Task 

W.5.7 
Participate 
in shared 
research 
 

 Use keyboarding skill to create, revise, edit 
and publish in varied layouts. 

 
Writing Samples 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS/Conventions 
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L.5.1 
Demonstrate 
command of 
the 
conventions 
of standard 
English  

 Use punctuation, including dialogue, 
correctly. 

 Write simple and compound sentences in 
varying lengths. 

 Maintain verb tenses. 
 Use accurate spelling 

 

 
 
 
 
Writing 
Samples 
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L.5.2   Use punctuation to separate items in a 
series.* 

 Use a comma to separate an introductory 
element from the rest of the sentence. 

 Use a comma to set off the words yes and no 
(e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question 
from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, 
isn’t it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., 
Is that you, Steve?). 

 Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to 
indicate titles of works. 

 Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, 
consulting references as needed. 

 

 
 
Writing 
Samples 
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L.5.4 
Determine 
the 
meaning 
of 
unknown 
words 
using a 
range of 
strategies 

 I can describe what figurative words and 
phrases mean. 

 I can describe the difference between 
literal and non-literal meaning of words 
and phrases in context. (e.g., take steps) 

 I can identify real-life connections between 
words and their uses. (e.g., describe people 
who are friendly  or helpful) 

 I can identify synonyms. (e.g., knew, 
believed, suspected, heard, wondered). 

 
 
 
 

Running Records 

 

 

L.5.6. 
Use 
domain-
specific 
words 

 I can accurately use 4th grade academic 
vocabulary to express my ideas. 

  

 
LANGUAGE ARTS/Presents knowledge and ideas in a variety of ways 

 

Common 
Core 

Standards 

Suggested Learning Targets Assessment 
Ideas 

Date/Task 
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SL.5.4  Report on a topic or text or present an 

opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using 

appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 

details to support main ideas or themes; 

speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

 
 
 
 

 
Self-assessments 

 
Checklists 

   

SL.5.5  Include multimedia components (e.g., 

graphics, sound) and visual displays in 

presentations when appropriate to enhance 

the development of main ideas or themes. 

   

 

SL.5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and 

tasks, using formal English when appropriate 

to task and situation. (See grade 5 Language 

standards 1 and 3 here for specific 

expectations.)  

    

 
 
*See example:  http://www.readwritethink.org/resources/resource-print.html?id=869 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5

