
Are you interested in a great choice 
for high school?                                   

To learn more about Harborside, visit us at 

http://kusd.edu/harborside  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is EL Education?   
    

Students at Harborside do more than listen to        
lectures and answer questions out of a textbook.   
Students are 
researchers, 
problem solvers, 
and are active 
participants in 
their classes. 
Instruction is 
based on active 
teaching meth-
odology bal-
anced with tradi-
tional learning.  
EL Education combines learning standards into care-
fully organized and highly compelling topics called 
learning expeditions. Expeditions  include interdisci-
plinary  connections, field work, expert speakers, ser-
vice learning, and culminate with students creating 

professional quality products. Through 
hard work and perseverance, students 
often achieve more than they thought. 

College Preparatory 
    

Harborside Academy’s curriculum is 
demanding and rigorous.  All core     
subjects have an  honors option.  Stu-
dents in 9th - 12th grades may choose to 
take Advance Placement (AP) courses 
including AP Psychology, AP Statistics, 
AP Environmental Science, AP Calculus, 

AP Language & Composition, AP Spanish, AP 
World History, AP US History and AP Geography. 
A large percentage of our juniors and seniors par-
ticipate in Early College Credit & Start Credit Now 
programs, earning college credits while completing 
their high school careers. Many students leave high 
school having earned several credits towards a col-
lege diploma. 
          Additionally, ACT Prep starts in 9th grade.  
Students take three practice ACT tests and have the 
option of taking a practice SAT test before their 
junior year.   

Harborside Academy Offers a  

General Focus/Authentic Curriculum 

History - Sixteen years ago, the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation started the “Delta  
Project”. Through this project, 
thirty new high schools were 
opened across the country.  
Harborside Academy along 
with schools that are a part of 
the Delta Project use the EL 
Education (EL) model. EL 
schools combine rigorous  
academic content and real 
world projects, learning  expe-
ditions, with active learning and 
community service.  In 2012,  
Harborside Academy merged 
with Paideia Academy, a charter middle school to 
make Harborside a 6-12 school.  

About Harborside Academy 

   Harborside Academy is an EL Education  
charter school that offers a college preparatory, 
“general focus” curriculum.  Harborside is unique 
from some of the other KUSD choice high schools in 
that students are not asked to select a career path or a 
“major” focus of study as they are leaving 8th grade. 
Students at Harborside are encouraged to take core 
and elective classes in a wide variety of areas. As 
students grow older, they have the choice to focus in 
on more specific area of study. 

 

Interesting Facts About  
Harborside Academy 

 

 Harborside Academy maintains a 99%          
graduation rate among students that finish within 
the program. 

 Last year Harborside seniors accepted $1,867,015 
in college scholarships.  

 Harborside is a nationally credentialed EL 
school. 

 Harborside Academy is the Midwest Secondary 
Mentor School for EL Schools.  
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http://www.gatesfoundation.org/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/


Classrooms must be rigorous places for learning, but they 
do not always need to have walls. 
 

At Harborside, adventure education, active pedagogy, and 
field work all play an important role in our instructional 
model. They are also critical in our purposeful  commit-
ment to maintaining a positive school culture. 
 

To start each year, all students participate in a grade level 
camp experience. The teambuilding and challenge       
activities that take place during these trips sets a powerful 
cultural foundation for each year. 

Outward Bound and  
Adventure Education 

“There is more in you than you know”  

              Kurt Hahn 

Harborside CREW   
 

The structure of Crew—daily meetings to suppor t  
everyone’s learning and growth—makes time for students 
to build meaningful relationships with peers and their 
Crew leader, to reflect on and monitor academic progress, 
and to focus on character development.  Crew is also an 
engine for equity and inclusion, a place where all stu-
dents feel they belong and can succeed.  

Components of Crew include but not limited to: 

 Career Planning    

 Service Learning 

 Adventure Fitness 

 Bully Prevention 

 Character Development 

 Teambuilding 

 College Readiness 

 Passage Presentations  

 Academic Monitoring 

Intensive Electives 
Harborside also offers weeklong elective intensive classes 
at the end of each semester. These classes last all day long 
for one week.  Many students list these engaging electives 
as their  favorite thing about Harborside. 

 

Recent Intensive Electives:                     
                                                        

Gardening                                                  
Get Fit 
Taekwondo 
Scientific Forensics 
Photography 
“Gimme” Shelter 
Cooking 
Escape Room 
Ceramics 
Winter Sports 
Urban Legends 

Important Information about Harborside: 

 You must complete & submit a high school selection 
form by December 9th to be placed in the lottery for 
the 2023-2024 school year.    

 
 PLEASE NOTE: If you have a brother or sister    

currently at Harborside, you must still submit an 
application to ensure placement.  

 Athletics available at attendance area school. 

 Transportation is available for high school students. 

 Fine arts programming is offered at Harborside. 

We are EXTREMELY purposeful about culture  and 
character. 
     

We have traditional views on how people should treat 
one another. 
 
Students must pass an H.O.S. grade in order to pass 
each class. 

Harborside (H.O.S.) 
Habits of Success  

 

RESPECTFUL 
Respectful Students: 

 
Use Polite Manners 
Do not bully or tease others 
Do not spread rumors or gossip 
about others 
Greet others/visitors in the hallway 
Apologize when they make a mistake 
Talk positively about people who are 
not present 
Demonstrate self-control 
Show compassion for others 

COOPERATIVE 
Cooperative Students: 

 

Listen carefully & participate in class 
Keep a positive attitude & open mind 
Follow teacher directions & rules 
Work well within a group setting 
Help a group to reach consensus 
Negotiate but do not argue with adults 
Understand when to accept NO as an 
answer 
Disagree appropriately & politely 
Do their part in a group 

TENACITY 
Students with Tenacity: 

 

Demonstrate GRIT during times of 
adversity 
Do not give up 
Are courageous 
Are resilient 
Show great determination 
Try new things 
Learn from failure 

HUMOR 
Humorous Students: 

 

Smile & laugh often 
Use humor to make school better for 
people 
Are able to take a joke 
Are not funny at the expense of 
others 
Time their humor appropriately 
Do not disrupt 
Know their limit 

  INTEGRITY 
Students with Integrity: 

 

Are responsible 
Are trustworthy 
Complete their school work on time 
Are organized & prepared for class 
Are punctual 
Demonstrate academic & personal 
honesty 
Follow through on commitments 

LEADERSHIP 
Students with Leadership: 

 
Take a stand for what is right 
Step up in front of the group 
Do the right thing even when tempted 
not to and serve others 
Delegate responsibility 
Facilitate the involvement of others 
Do not get talked into negative  
actions 
Take time to gather opinions before 
acting 
Understand that all failure is not bad 

Harborside offers many extracurricular opportunities 
through some exciting community partnerships: 

Harborside Clubs 

& Intramurals 

Want to learn more?  
 

Call us for more information 262-359-8400 

 

 

AAYI 

Art Club 

Basketball 

Battle of the Books 

Bowling Club 

Campus Life 

Chamber Orchestra 

Character Quest 

Comfort Club 

Crew Council 

Culture Shock 

EXCEL/Service Club 

F.A.C.T Club 

Gaming Club 

GSA 

Intramural Archery 

Intramural Soccer 

Jazz Band 

Language Club 

Mentoring 

N.E.H.S. 

N.H.S. 

Power Pirates Club 

Pride Club 

S.A.D.D. 

Sailing Club 

Ski & Snowboard Club 

Theater 

Service at Harborside 
A strong service ethic has been nurtured at  

Harborside by requiring service in Crew and 
integrating service learning in all expeditions.  

Crew teachers facilitate discussions about service 
and community involvement, help students  

complete service beyond the school day, and 
provide time for students to share service experi-

ences with their peers. 
 

Service Learning Experiences: 

All CREWs participate in service projects 

Learning Expedition service work 

Students complete 15 hours of community ser-
vice each year 

Seniors complete their own designed culminating 
senior service project prior to graduation.  


