
KENOSHA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

February 24, 2026 

FOUR-YEAR GRADUATION RATE – COHORT ANALYSIS 
(School Year 2024-25 – Graduation Class of 2025) 

INTRODUCTION 

The “Four Year Graduation Rate – Cohort Analysis” report is a comprehensive examination of 
the graduation rates of the Kenosha Unified School District (KUSD) for the Graduation Class of 
2025.  This is the annual graduation report to the Kenosha Unified School Board as it examines 
each graduation class in terms of a “static” graduation rate, referred to as “Base Cohort”.  All 
KUSD students who enter grade nine are tracked until the end of their class’s designated 
graduation cycle (four years later) and beyond for the respective reporting years. No allowance 
is made for any students who enter that class as it progresses from the ninth grade until the twelfth 
grade and its eventual graduation.  For example, first-time ninth graders who are in attendance on 
the Official Third Friday Count Day during School Year 2021-22 are tracked with respect to their 
educational progress until the end of summer school in August 2025.  Therefore, the ninth graders 
of School Year 2021-22 become the Graduation Cohort Class of 2025 (School Year 2024-25). 
Additionally, this report also examines the graduation rates in terms of progress made during the 
three years beyond a designated graduation year, that is, the five-year rate of the Graduation Class 
of 2024 and seven-year rate of the Graduation Class of 2020. 
  
The cohort graduation rate presented in this report is slightly different than the rate published by 
the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI).  Beginning in 2009-10, DPI reported a 4-
year cohort graduation rate which includes all students who have been assigned to a Wisconsin 
public school cohort and were last enrolled in KUSD during the four-year period whether or not 
the student began in KUSD in their ninth grade year.  In addition, DPI does not count the 
completion credentials such as a HSED or a certificate of completion unless their Board of 
Education deems it as a regular high school diploma. The KUSD Competency Diploma Option is 
a fully recognized district diploma for state reporting purposes.  The KUSD graduation data is 
included in the state report card calculations for the categories “On-Track to Graduation” and 
“Target Group Outcomes”. However, DPI’s WISEdash (public online data reporting) portal 
reports four-year, five-year, six-year and seven-year graduation rates.  This KUSD cohort report 
will present data respective to the four-year, five-year and seven-year graduation rates. 
  
Further analysis of the graduation rate is provided by demographic groups.  Please note that the 
terms “Students with Disabilities”, “Economically Disadvantaged”, and “English Learner” are 
used as defined by the “Every Student Succeeds Act” (ESSA, formerly NCLB) and IDEA, and 
are consistent with DPI reporting.  Additionally, starting in early 2019, the federal “Every Student 
Succeeds Acts (ESSA) report cards display the average four-year and seven-year cohort 
graduation rates as one of the required accountability indicators. 
  



Definitions for the following categories listed below pertain to the context of this report: 

Definitions 
Graduate A student that has received a High School Diploma from KUSD. 

Credit Deficient A student that is currently attending KUSD but did not have enough credits 
to graduate by the end of the respective cohort cycle. 

Transferred A student that has transferred out of KUSD for one of the following reasons: 
 Transferred to a public school outside of the district   
 Transferred to a parochial/private or vocational/technical school   
 Incarcerated   
 Transferred to home schooling   
 Temporary withdrawal, due to medical problem, etc. 
 Death   

Dropout A student that no longer attends KUSD and is not enrolled in any other K-12 
educational institution. 

Expelled A student that cannot attend KUSD schools or receive approved services with 
conditions within KUSD (because of a Due Process Hearing) and has not 
returned. 

  
  



BASE COHORT REVIEW 

Graduation Class of 2025 (Four-Year Period) 

Over the past ten years, the number of students in each Grade 9 cohort class has ranged from the 
low 1,500s to nearly 1,750. 
  

Graduation Class 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 

Number of 
Students in the Gr. 

9 cohort 
1,697 1,720 1,730 1,736 1,567 1,651 1,605 1,549 1,517 1,552 

    
Appendix A contains the graduation rate for the Graduation Class of 2025 at the completion of 
their fourth year in KUSD.  
  
Graduation rates are reported using two methods:   

• Excluding the KUSD High School Competency Diploma Option (IOWA) graduates from 
the “GRADUATED” category and including them in the “DROPOUT” category. 

• Including the KUSD High School Competency Diploma Option (IOWA) graduates in the 
“GRADUATED” category and excluding them from the “DROPOUT” category.   

  
To earn a KUSD High School Competency Diploma, students must meet all of the following 
requirements: 

• Credits earned in Consumer Ed/Economics, Health, and Government and Politics   
• Successful completion of an employability skills component   
• Writing competency based on one of the following assessments (High School ACT Aspire 

Writing, ACT Plus Writing, or ACT WorkKeys Business Writing)   
• Passing scores at the 4th stanine or above on all required subtests of the IOWA Assessment 
• Successful completion of a passing score of 65 or higher on the required Civics Exam 
• Completion of the minimum 10 hour Community Service Learning requirement 

  
For communication purposes, this report will refer to the KUSD High School Competency 
Diploma graduates as “IOWA” graduates. 
  
Relevant History of Graduation Requirements: 
Kenosha Unified Policy and Rule 6456 Graduation Requirements was updated in April of 2011 
to reflect a change in the high school graduation credit requirement, which decreased from 26.0 
to 23.0 credits, effective for the Class of 2013.  The minimum credits for Social Studies, Math 
and Science were reduced from 4.0 to 3.0 credits.  In April 2012, Policy and Rule 6456 also added 
a Community/Service Learning (10 hours) requirement, beginning with the Class of 2013. 



In December 2013, Wisconsin increased the math and science requirement to 3.0 credits each, 
which first applied to the Class of 2017. This increase would be consistent with the current KUSD 
requirement for those subject areas. However, WI Act 63 (2013) also strongly encouraged local 
school districts to set an elective requirement of 8.5 credits. KUSD updated its graduation policy 
to require 23.5 credits starting with Cohort 2017 students.  Furthermore, Act 55 (2015) requires 
that all diploma requests beginning in 2016-17 include a civics assessment based on the U.S. 
Citizenship Test, with a current minimum passing score of 65 (out of 100). 
    
The number of students in the cohort group of SY 2021-22 was 1,552, including 156 students who 
transferred out during the period 2021-2025, and the graduating school year.  When including 
“IOWA” graduates, 1,286 students graduated, resulting in a 4-year graduation rate of 92.1% for 
the Cohort Class of 2025. This is an increase from the 2024, 4-year rate of 90.4% When excluding 
“IOWA” graduates 1,108 students graduated (79.4%), an increase from the prior graduating class 
(76.6%), The Class of 2025 reported a higher percentage of all cohort 2025 graduates (208) using 
the High School Competency Diploma Option (16.2%).   Typically, the IOWA graduates average 
approximately 11%-12% of the respective graduating cohort. 

Two hundred and eight (208) students (14.9%) were classified as “DROPOUTS” when 
including the “IOWA” graduates as dropouts, and 30 students (2.1%) when excluding the 
“IOWA” graduates. The number of students classified as “CREDIT DEFICIENT” was 65 or 
4.7%, a decrease of 1.0% from the 2023 rate of 5.7%. It should be noted that 17 of the 65 
students who were “CREDIT DEFICIENT” are students with disabilities who are legally 
permitted to stay in school through the age of 21 if indicated on their Individualized Education 
Plan (IEP). 

The following charts summarize the “Base Cohort” graduation rates by gender, ethnicity, 
disability status, economic status and English proficiency status after 4 years. 
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BASE COHORT AFTER 4 YEARS – Excluding “IOWA” 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 
Female 84.7% 85.3% 83.8% 85.8% 86.0% 81.6% 80.0% 75.0% 79.2% 81.6% 
Male 81.0% 77.3% 80.1% 75.8% 80.0% 74.0% 74.7% 74.7% 74.1% 77.0% 
Am. Indian/Alaska 
Native 100.0% 60.0% 90.0% * * * * * * * 

Asian 96.3% 95.2% 92.0% 100.0% 96.3% 100% 95.7% 93.9% 95.7% 96.6% 
Black 69.6% 71.3% 65.0% 63.2% 69.4% 57.8% 56.7% 58.2% 53.8% 63.5% 
Hispanic of Any Race 75.2% 73.8% 75.6% 76.7% 80.4% 73.8% 69.2% 69.3% 74.0% 76.7% 
Hawaiian/Pacific 
Islander * NA NA * * * * * * * 

White 88.5% 86.2% 88.9% 86.2% 87.5% 85.3% 86.0% 83.2% 83.5% 86.0% 
Two or More Races 65.1% 72.7% 75.0% 79.7% 72.9% 72.2% 77.3% 60.6% 71.6% 69.5% 
Students with 
Disabilities 64.0% 61.6% 62.3% 66.5% 58.5% 61.2% 63.2% 61.1% 61.8% 68.5% 

Students w/o Disabilities 85.5% 83.9% 84.4% 82.6% 86.0% 80.0% 90.5% 76.7% 78.7% 80.7% 
Econ Disadvantaged 72.5% 71.4% 70.7% 71.3% 73.6% 64.7% 72.1% 64.7% 64.9% 69.3% 
Not Econ Disadvantaged 94.8% 92.9% 94.9% 93.2% 93.5% 87.5% 89.1% 89.3% 89.9% 93.3% 
English Learner 74.8% 69.9% 71.2% 72.4% 69.1% 61.0% 60.6% 57.8% 68.2% 66.7% 
English Proficient 83.5% 82.2% 82.9% 81.1% 82.9% 78.7% 78.4% 76.2% 77.2% 80.7% 
DISTRICT 82.7% 81.1% 81.9% 80.8% 82.9% 77.8% 79.2% 74.9% 76.6% 79.4% 

*Sample size too small to report 

BASE COHORT AFTER 4 YEARS – Including “IOWA” 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 
Female 90.5% 92.8% 92.2% 91.7% 94.4% 89.8% 88.9% 87.1% 91.3% 93.5% 
Male 89.8% 87.6% 90.1% 87.3% 92.6% 86.5% 89.4% 88.1% 89.6% 90.7% 
Am. Indian/Alaska Native 100.0% 80.0% 90.0% * * 66.7% * * * * 
Asian 96.3% 100.0% 100.0% * 96.3% 100.0% 95.7% 93.9% 95.7% 100% 
Black 77.1% 79.5% 80.9% 79.3% 85.2% 78.2% 82.8% 79.9% 79.9% 87.1% 
Hispanic of Any Race 86.7% 85.8% 87.1% 86.5% 92.0% 84.2% 83.9% 83.7% 90.8% 90.4% 
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander * NA NA 100.0% * * * * * * 
White 94.6% 94.1% 94.9% 92.8% 95.9% 93.1% 93.3% 91.8% 92.9% 94.4% 
Two or More Races 79.1% 84.8% 95.8% 91.5% 95.8% 83.3% 89.3% 87.3% 87.8% 91.6% 
Students with Disabilities 79.2% 77.9% 84.0% 82.4% 85.0% 79.8% 81.9% 81.5% 80.9% 86.6% 
Students w/o Disabilities 91.8% 91.8% 92.0% 90.4% 94.6% 89.2% 95.1% 88.4% 91.8% 92.8% 
Econ Disadvantaged 83.5% 84.5% 85.5% 84.1% 90.4% 80.9% 86.7% 83.2% 86.1% 87.8% 
Not Econ Disadvantaged 98.0% 96.9% 97.7% 96.6% 97.0% 93.5% 94.8% 93.9% 95.3% 98.1% 
English Learner 87.0% 81.2% 82.6% 84.3% 86.2% 80.5% 79.8% 73.5% 88.6% 84.1% 
English Proficient 90.4% 91.0% 91.9% 89.5% 94.0% 88.5% 89.8% 88.7% 90.5% 93.0% 
DISTRICT 90.2% 90.1% 91.1% 89.5% 93.5% 88.8% 89.8% 87.6% 90.4% 92.1% 

*Sample size too small to report 



Appendix B reports the same 4-year graduation rate figures as in Appendix A, but for each high 
school.  It disaggregates the status of students included in the base cohort group after four years 
of instruction by the high school of their initial 9th grade enrollment.  Keep in mind some 
students may have transferred to another high school within Kenosha Unified and graduated 
thereafter.  Student counts are reported by ethnicity, gender, disability status, economic status, 
and English proficiency status. The chart below displays 4-year graduation rates by each high 
school. 

When analyzing students by their initial enrollment school in grade 9, Lakeview had the highest 
graduation rate when excluding “IOWA” graduates at 89.6% as well as when including “IOWA” 
graduates at 98.1%. All KUSD high schools utilized the option of the High School Competency 
Diploma (IOWA). NOTE: The Kenosha eSchool is not on this Cohort 2025 chart, as they did not 
have any Grade 9 students enrolled full time on the September 2020-21, Count Day, and the 
eSchool has since been “closed” as a separate charter school but still remains a choice program, 
with flexible options for student enrollment and participation. Those students would now be 
included directly with their assigned primary high school. 

This report is an informational item. 

Dr. Jeffrey Weiss 
Superintendent of Schools 

Kristopher Keckler 
Chief Information Officer 

William Haithcock 
Chief of School Leadership 

Laura Sawyer 
Research Analyst 
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APPENDIX A 

2025 Base Cohort 

After 4 Years 
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APPENDIX B 

2025 Base 
Cohort After 4 

Years 

(by School) 
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2024 Base Cohort 

After 5 Years 
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APPENDIX D 

2022 Base Cohort 

After 7 Years 
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